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“Sho-en-boku” is a type of ink stick produced from painstaking labor using pine soot.
Thought to have come from China in the Asuka era (approx. 538-710), this is the only

place in Japan that it is produced.
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“Minachigasa” is a conical hat made with a lubricant

from cypress trees that repels rain. Orders for this hat
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In the Edo era (1603-1868), Bichuya Chozaemon
started selling white charcoal produced in the
Akizugawa area. He named it “binchotan,” and it
has been a special product of Tanabe ever since.
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