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The Kumano Hongu Guide Association has about thirty registered guides, mainly in their sixties. They hold periodic study sessions on everything from

history and culture, to plant and animal life, with a goal of being able to answer all of tourists’ questions.
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retired emperors and their wives embarked from Kyoto for the Kumano
pilgrimage. On their one-month journey to pray at the three grand shrines of
Hongu, Shingu, and Nachi, these pilgrims would bring along as many as a

Between the Heian era (794-1185) and Kamakura era
thousand attendants.
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