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Tanabe's rich and expansive environment soothes the body and soul, and includes onsen (hot spring) such as
Yunomine, Japan’s oldest onsen, and Ryujin, one of Japan"s three famous beautifying onsens. The city is well known
for their production of ume (Japanese plums), mikan (Satsuma orange), Kishu Binchotan charcoal, fresh seafood, and
other specialty products, due to its natural features and warm climate. Tanabe"s World Heritage Sites, the Kumano
Hongu Taisha Grand Shrine and Kumano Kodo Pilgrimage Routes, adds to the diversity and charm of the region.
World-renowned naturalist, Kumagusu Minakata, recorded in his diary the following reasons for choosing to live in
Tanabe: friendly people, low costs of living in a quiet atmosphere, and nice climate and scenery. Indeed, our city is
blessed with beautiful mountains, ocean, and rivers, and since the ancient days of the Kumano Kodo Pilgrimage,
Tanabe's citizens have always been welcoming and generous to others.

In Tanabe we cherish the diverse qualities that set our city apart. By utilizing these qualities extent, we seek to
realize our vision of Tanabe as a “new major provincial city.” We are working hard to establish a city of proud citizens
free to lead rich, safe, peaceful lives together in kindness.

This municipal guidebook introduces the many wonderful charms and rich environment of Tanabe. | hope that after
reading it, you will be able to understand why we the citizens of Tanabe have such pride for our city.

Mitsutoshi Manago,
Mayor of Tanabe City
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